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Informal Fallacie s: Se t Four
A. For each of the following sets of informal fallacies, please do the following: 
i. Read the argument.
ii. Identify the conclusion. 
iii. Determine how the arguer attempts to reach the conclusion (premises). 
iv. Put on your logic skeptic hat and consider possible problems in this line of reasoning. Do your best to articulate why this reasoning is flawed using your own words and language. 
v. Do this for each problem. 
   B. Once you’ve given your first thoughts on each of the examples from the set, then: 
i. Read the set of definitions. 
ii. Determine which fallacy definition seems to match up with your first impressions of the arguments. There is one example of each of the fallacy definitions provided per set. 
C. Now try to do a write-up reply for the argument. Address the following aspects for  your write-up replies to informal fallacy identification: Which fallacy was committed by whom when they did what and why is that problematic? 
o Consider answering each question below to formulate your answer. 
• Who commits the fallacy? 
• Which fallacy is it? 
• What is the definition of that fallacy? 
• How does it happen in the example? 
• Why is this a problem? Why is this faulty reasoning? What would be a better approach or what information could make the argument stronger? 
o Be specific in your explanations.
 o Remember to focus on the example as it is. Try not to bring in veer from the information provided and instead analyze what the arguer said in the specific case.

D. Compare and revise. Once you’ve tried your write-up replies, read the sample write-up replies to see how it compares to your first attempt. Revise as needed.

1. Alyson says to Padraig, “Show me proof! I want proof that there are no unicorns! What? You have none? Then they exist, I tell you. They EXIST! Ha-ha-hahahaha!”




2. Sarah: “Yeah, you showed up for each logic class and studied all the time, and turned in all the homework, but I still got a better grade than you did!”
Jareth: “What are you talking about, I got an ‘A’ and you got a ‘C-’!”
Sarah: “Exactly! No grade is better than an ‘A’, but a ‘C-’ is better than no grade. So a ‘C-’ is better than an ‘A’!”




3. “Once again, another discussion about climate change without addressing the animal agriculture’s effects on it. Why are fossil fuels our only concern? Our meat and dairy consumption is inhumane and a lot more destructive than our dependency on fossil fuels.” – Antonio L.’s facebook post, March 2, 2017




4. Andrea: “Mom, either you let me go to the NSYNC concert or I will die!”





SET FOUR
PG 200
Furthe r Practice : Set Four

· Consider answering each question below to formulate your answer.
· Who commits the fallacy?
· Which fallacy is it?
· What is the definition of that fallacy?
· How does it happen in the example?
· Why is this a problem? Why is this faulty reasoning? What would be a better approach or what information could make the argument stronger?
· Be specific in your explanations.
· Remember to focus on the example as it is. Try not to bring in veer from the information provided and instead analyze what the arguer said in the specific case.


1. Bob: No one has ever proved that there is a God, so obviously God does not exist.

2. Derik: All the experts and scientists have never been able to prove that ghosts don’t exist, so ghosts must be real

3. “Kind of misleading since Hilary is the one that said blacks are super predators and need to be made to hell. And the grand Dragon for the KKK is her mentor. This page is stupid. I do not see these races of people this way. Hope Trump wins. If anything, this video is racist to Trump supporters.” Brittany M.’s facebook post August 26, 2016

4. We are told that prostitution is a growing problem, but that isn’t the half of it! At least half of the men and women in the country today are prostitutes. They sell their bodies or their minds in jobs that are personally meaningless and socially destructive.

5. We can either stop allowing more people into this country or we can sit by and watch as we lose all of our jobs to foreign workers. We could all lose our jobs if we don’t stop immigration.

6. I can’t believe you kept Michael Vick on your fantasy football team; I thought you cared about animal welfare.

7. No one has ever proven that taking vitamins actually improves a person’s health. Therefore, we can conclude that vitamins are simply a waste of money.
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